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General Advice Warning: In providing you with this information you should consider the appropriateness 
of this advice with regards to your particular fi nancial situation and needs. You should consult the Financial 
Services Guide before making a decision to apply for products with mecu. ^Terms and conditions apply and 
are available from mecu. 

Brisbane • Canberra • Gippsland • Melbourne • Sydney

mecu’s Cyber Saver account allows you to earn up to 6.70%p.a. 
on your hard earned savings. 

Funds are available at call. Interest is calculated daily on the 
total balance and credited monthly. 

$1 – $4,999 1.65%p.a.

$5,000 – $149,999 6.65%p.a.

$150,000+ 6.70%p.a.

Start maximising your savings now. 

Call 132 888, visit intelligentbanking.com.au or your local 
service centre at Lower Level 1, CSIRO Discovery Building, 
Clunies Ross Street, Black Mountain.

personal banking  •  insurance •  financial planning

earn up to 

6.70%p.a.
with mecu’s Cyber Saver
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Garuda crash charges
Indonesian pilots are outraged over a
decision to lay manslaughter and other
charges against a captain involved in a
horrific crash that killed 21 people,
including five Australians. Pilots have
launched a protest in support of their
colleague – who ignored 15 warnings
as he descended too rapidly at
Jogjakarta Airport on March 7 last
year. The Garuda Indonesia Boeing
737, carrying 140 passengers and
crew, slammed hard on to the runway
and careened into rice paddies as
flames engulfed the fuselage. Five
Australians travelling to attend a visit
by Australia’s then-Foreign Minister
Alexander Downer were among those
who died.

Creek search for boys
A search was under way last night for
two young boys missing in a swollen
creek in Sydney’s west, authorities
said. State Emergency Services
spokesman Steve Delaney said the
search for the two boys, believed to be
aged nine or 10, was centred on a large
area around South Creek at
Werrington, where they went missing
shortly after 5pm. He could not
confirm NSW Ambulance reports the
boys were seen entering a
stormwater drain near Werrington
Road. Police said a man saw the two
boys on an island in South Creek about
5pm.

Record vehicle sales
Sales of new cars and trucks continued
at record levels in January, but the
industry has warned of significant
challenges facing the market in 2008.
The Federal Chamber of Automotive
Industries said 82,270 new cars and
trucks were retailed last month, a
6.9 per cent rise from the same month
last year. The result continued the
industry’s record run after more than
one million vehicles were sold in 2007,
the first time the market reached the
seven-figure milestone in a calendar
year. Chamber chief executive Andrew
McKellar said while 2008 was off to a
good start, the figures were tempered
by the diminishing demand for large
cars, particularly those from local
producers.

Bali bombers review
Three Bali bombers on death row
‘‘don’t expect much’’ from a new
review of their cases, their lawyer said
yesterday. Indonesia’s Supreme Court
accepted the terrorists’ request for a
new judicial review of their cases on
Monday, delaying their executions.
Local media reports suggested the
hearings could begin in Bali in about
two weeks. The trio’s lawyer,
Achmad Michdan, said he planned to
visit the militants in their
Nusakambangan island prison to
discuss the case.

Ledger family home
Heath Ledger’s family flew home to
Perth yesterday before the film star’s
private funeral in the city where he
grew up. Flanked by police, Ledger’s
father Kim, mother Sally Ledger Bell
and sister Kate were among about 15
family members whisked out of Perth’s
domestic airport through a back
entrance after an overnight flight from
Los Angeles via Brisbane. Ledger’s
relatives have spent the last week in
the United States attending private
memorial services after going to
America to collect his body. Details of
Ledger’s funeral remain shrouded in
secrecy and there was no immediate
confirmation that the actor’s body
returned to Perth yesterday with his
family.

Allow us to
emit more
carbon to aid
poor: China
By Ross Peake
National Affairs Writer

China is claiming it must increase
its output of polluting greenhouse
gases to produce cheap goods for
the world’s poor.

The justification was given in
Canberra yesterday by Chinese
Foreign Minister Yang Jiechi, who
blamed developed countries such as
Australia for global warming.

China’s greenhouse gas emissions
per capita were only one-third the
level of developed countries, he
said.

However, it would ‘‘continue to
do its utmost’’ to cut its production
of gases contributing to global
warming.

China is reported to have over-
taken the US as the largest
greenhouse gas emitting country in
the world.

Pointing to China’s role as a
significant supplier of the world’s
manufacturing goods, Mr Yang
indicated his fellow citizens needed
more jobs to lift them out of
poverty.

‘‘As the Chinese people – some of
them are still living under the
poverty line – need to improve their
living conditions, there will be some
measured increase in greenhouse-
gas emissions in China but we will
do our utmost for combating cli-
mate change,’’ he said.

‘‘China is a manufacturing
country, China produces lots of
goods which are not only used in

China but all over the world so this
greenhouse gas emission in China is
not just for meeting the needs of the
Chinese people’s daily necessities
but meeting the needs of many
people in the world, especially the
low-income people in the world.’’

Mr Yang said China was keen to
cooperate in developing alternative
energy and clean-coal technology.

He was speaking at a press
conference with Australia’s Foreign
Minister, Stephen Smith, after pri-
vate discussions on the future of the
bilateral relationship.

Mr Yang said China had set a hard
target for reducing energy con-
sumption and pollution, and would
boost reforestation programs. The
most responsibility for combating
climate change should fall on devel-
oped countries because they were
the highest per-capita greenhouse
gas emitters.

‘‘In China’s view, they [climate
change problems] are primarily
caused by the high level of
emissions by the developed
countries over a long, long period of
time and the high per capita
emissions in the developed
countries,’’ Mr Yang said.

‘‘So not only China, but many
developing countries, believe that
the developed countries should
continue to take the lead in cutting
their greenhouse gas emissions and
that they should continue, and even
do a better job, in terms of tech-
nology, capital equipment transfer
to the developing countries.’’

Taiwan referendum is
inappropriate: Smith
By Ross Peake

Foreign Minister Stephen Smith
strongly asserted Australia’s support
for the ‘‘one China’’ policy yester-
day as he criticised the proposed
independence referendum in
Taiwan.

‘‘It is completely inappropriate, it
is not a helpful contribution,’’ he
said.

Mr Smith made the statements in
Canberra in front of his Chinese
counterpart, Yang Jiechi, who was
making the first high-level visit from
China since the election of the
federal Labor Government.

Australia has maintained its sup-
port of one China for three decades,
refusing to recognise Taiwan as an
independent nation.

Australia’s policy means it does
not have an embassy in Taiwan.

The Australian Commerce and
Industry Office in Taipei unofficially
represents Australia’s interests. The
US has a similar policy and opposes
Taiwan joining the United Nations.

China is one of Australia’s largest
trading partners, with the value of
the two nations’ trade doubling in
three years to $40 billion.

China’s demands for Australian
coal, iron ore and wool are expected
to push the trading partnership to
record levels this year.

The proposed referendum will be
held in Taiwan on March 22 to ask
whether UN membership should be
sought in the name of Taiwan.

The referendum has been
interpreted as a de facto ballot on
independence and has strongly
angered China.

Mr Smith said Australia joined the
US and Britain in criticising the
referendum.

‘‘It does not lead to stability nor
harmony in North Asia, and we
would be much better off if that
r e f e r e n d u m h a d n o t b e e n
proposed,’’ he said.
■ Falun Gong representatives called
on Mr Smith to make clear to Mr
Yang that persecution of the sect’s
followers in China must stop.

Victim threatened to kill, court told
By Noel Towell

CHARGED: Cube
owner Maurizio
Rao, on trial for
murder, visited the
scene with the
court yesterday.

A doorman at Cube nightclub has
told the ACT Supreme Court he
endured death threats in the lead-up
to a fatal brawl outside the Civic
night spot in July 2006.

On the second day of the trial of
Cube owner Maurizio Rao, who is
accused of murdering 23-year-old
Nato David Seuala during the early
morning fight, Cube bouncer Adam
Street told the court the dead man
and his four friends had threatened
to kill Mr Street and Rao.

In the ensuing confrontation, Mr
Seuala was stabbed in the abdomen
and the side of the head, dying of his
injuries three weeks later in Can-
berra Hospital.

The five men, all Pacific Islanders,
had been drinking at various venues
in Civic that night and Mr Street told
the court he had decided not to allow

the men in as soon as the saw them,
just after 4.30am.

‘‘I had formed my opinion as soon
as I saw them that they had had
enough and they weren’t coming
in,’’ the former soldier said.

Mr Street said the Islanders
reacted aggressively to the knock-
back, threatening to bash club
patrons, whom they described as
‘‘poofters’’, if they were not allowed
in.

When Rao was summoned to the
front door by the bouncer, the
dispute escalated.

‘‘They called us poofters and said
‘You’re not going to live through the
night, we’re going to kill you, we’re
going to piss on you,’ ’’ Mr Street
said.

The doorman said the Islanders
began to move off after hearing
police had been called, but gathered
around the club doorway again after
one of the men overheard Rao using
a racial epithet in a comment to Mr
Street.

Mr Seuala then attacked Rao with
a sandbag he had picked up from the
street, while Mr Street was punched
in the face, sparking a melee involv-
ing all seven men.

During the fight, the doorman
sustained a fractured eye socket and
cheekbone, and a broken nose.

The man who threw the first
punch at Mr Street, Ulese Faumui-
ma, also gave evidence.

The former Sydney grade rugby

player, who has been convicted and
fined for the assault, told the court
he did not know why he had
punched the bouncer and admitted
it was an unprovoked attack.

‘‘I guess I just freaked out,’’ he
said.

Mr Faumuima, who had been in a
confrontation with another man at a
pizza stand on London Circuit
minutes before the fight outside
Cube, told the court how he had
punched Rao into unconsciousness.

Neither of the men who testified
yesterday said they saw a knife used
during the brawl, but Mr Street told
the court Rao routinely carried a
utility knife at the club which he used
for opening sealed cartons and to
unlock toilet doors to extricate
passed-out patrons.

The court visited the scene of the
incident in Petrie Plaza during the
day.

Driven by desire to change the world

UNIQUE RIDE: Swiss environmentalist Louis Palmer arrives at the Swiss embassy in his solar taxi, in which he has driven about 16,000km so far. Picture: GARY SCHAFER

By James Massola

Louis Palmer has driven his solar taxi
about 16,000km through Europe, the
Middle East, India, South-East Asia –
including a stop at the United
Nations Climate Change Conference
in Bali – and New Zealand in the last
seven months.

And the intrepid environmentalist
was in Canberra yesterday to deliver
his message about the dangers posed
by cars to global warning.

He says that though he is happy to
be in Australia, he has been
surprised with the lack of solar
power investment in this country.

‘‘I see that here in Australia there is
not too much going on, even though
you have such beautiful sunshine.
You have wind power, solar power,
but it’s not being supported,’’ he
said.

‘‘You are not prepared for the
future, but then which country is
prepared? But I cannot be happy
with Australia in this field. You are
one of the biggest greenhouse gas
emitters in the world, and now you
have just signed Kyoto. Now the
steps have to follow.’’

Mr Palmer said the technology
used by the car was nothing special,
calling it, ‘‘a self-made piece of

aluminium, a box, wheels and
suspension. But once you get used to
it, it’s like any other car.’’

And he said the solar-panel-
carrying trailer had been used for the
tour only to make it clear the car was
solar powered.

‘‘The idea is actually to get these
solar panels on to the roof of your
house, feed it into your grid, get
electricity back, or the money back,
or charge it into your battery.’’

‘‘This car is for commuting, where
most of the pollution happens, going
to work and there is only one person
sitting in it. It consumes the
equivalent of 0.8 litres for 100km . . .

So the costs of this car are much,
much lower.’’

Mr Palmer said the car could be
produced for about $10,000.

But car makers were only
concerned with creating cars that
ran on bio-diesel, compressed
natural gas and hybrid cars.

‘‘I mean fine, that’s a cut of 25 per
cent . . . [but] every five years the
number of cars on the road
worldwide goes up 25 per cent. So
you are standing still,’’ he said.

He described the journey so far as
an ‘‘unbelievable experience’’.

‘‘I have been travelling a lot in my
life, but this is a very unique thing.’’


